Assignment #3: Predicting Violence Potential
[bookmark: _GoBack]Psychologist and forensic psychology experts who work in the correctional facilities are required to help in determining the risks of inmates to potentially engage in harmful behaviors and activities like causing harm to themselves or other inmates. In the article “Understanding Violent-Crime Recidivism” the authors sought to explain the relationship between violence risks and people convicted of violent crimes. The authors asserted that even though people convicted with violent crimes comprise of the majority of the prison population, little attention has been given to them, especially in helping to identify people at greater risk of violence and harm. Most of the convicted felons involved violent crimes and thus, they are sentenced on longer imprisonment terms than those convicted on non-violent crimes. 
The article further examines the relationship between recidivism and criminal justice policy. The authors noted that people released after incarceration for violent crimes such as manslaughter or murders are less likely to re-offend. However, this could be explained by the fact that most of them are incarcerated for a longer period while some of them are sentenced for life. Most people incarcerated for longer periods showcase heightened recidivism and violence potential. Incarceration has been known to heighten an individual’s likelihood of recidivism, especially those who are sentenced on longer terms. Even though some studies have related violent crimes with high risks of violence, Prescott, Pyle, and Starr in this article assert that people convicted on violent crimes are more susceptible to greater violence risks because they are often ignored on the protective measures. According to the authors, excluding people convicted of violent crimes from the protective measures undermine the measures put in place to protect other inmates in the incarceration facilities. 
Forensic psychologists and professionals working in the incarceration facilities are charged with the responsibility of ensuring that all inmates are protected from any form of harm. Therefore, protective measures need to be designed to help those who are prone to violence risks that may harm them or other inmates. Forensic psychologists can use the findings of this article to contribute to the conversation on how states can deal with mass incarceration on both nonviolent and violent offenders. Since research has shown that violent offenders are more susceptible to violence while they are in prison, forensic psychologists can help understand how longer prison terms affect the mental status of the offenders convicted on violent crimes. This will help in forming new decarceration reforms that can help minimize mass incarceration as well as the cost associated with maintaining a high prison population. 
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